SYNONYMY OF CTENOTUS MONTIC(HA STORR,
1981 AND CTENOTUS HYPATIA INGRAM AND
CZECHURA, 1990 Memairs of the Queensland Museum
42(1): 12, 1997:- Crerotus monticola and C. hypatia are
medium-vized. Both are clussed “poarly known™ (MeDonald
e2 al, 1991), The tonmer has 4 ‘o very restricled disiribution

.. with @ maximum geographic disiribution of less thap

T00km'. The latter is ... knowan only from the type collection’,
L. monticala was described [rom a series of $pecimens col-
lected '11km W af Mareeba, Queenstand (17°02'S,
145°20°E)" . "The type locality of C. hypatia is’ granite gorge,
15km W of Mareeba, (17°00'S, 145°17'E)' . These loculities
are both on Granite Ck, approximately 6km apart (J. Cov-
acevich pers. comm. ). That, and the fact that the type descrip-
tiony of € menticola and C. hypatia are very similar,
prompled & re-examination of the type material of ¢ach to
determing whether or not they are distinct.

Re-examination of the lype speciiiens and type descrip-
lons indicates that C. monticola and C. hypatia are conspe-
<ific (Table 1). Almost without exceplion, the nieasurements
and scale characters of C. hypatia fall well within the range
of values provided by Storr (1981) for C. monticola. The
differences in elongation, indicated by the chin-vent and
Faravenebral counts are inconseguential. Greater variation is

requently recorded inasinglespecies (e g, C.asticigs Horner,

1995 & . smarti Homer 1995). Additionally, both type
specimens share the following characters: nasals separated;
nasal groove absent, rostral and fronfonasal 1n narrow to
moderate contact; second loreal 1.2 times as wide as high;
prefrontals Jarge and separated. fronial long and narrow con-
tacting the prefrontals, the frontonasul, the first 3 supra-
oculars, and the fronfoparietuls, 4 supraoculars, Ind the
largest; Ist supraciliary the largest, 4th to penultimate consid-
erably smaller than others: Sth sopralabial subocular, ear
aperture large: oes compressed.

Colour and pattern are known 1o be useful in distinguishing
some species of Crénotus (e.g., C. arcanus Czechura &
Wombey, 1982 and C. robustuy Storr, 1970), However, this
is not the case with €. monticola und C. hypatia, Colour and
pattemn of the type specimens of C. moaricela (5) and C.
Yypatia (1) have been detaled by Storr (1981) und Ingram &
Czechura (1990). Varistion in the former [ully covers the
Latter.

Thus, inevery respect (menstics, scalation, colour/patiern)
there are no significant differences berween C' monricola and
<. hypaiia. Ctenotus mouticola Storr, 1981 is, therefore, a
seznior synonym of C. hvparia Ingrom & Crechura, 1990.
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TABLE 1 Comparisan of holmyge: of C. monticola
(QMUIRY468) and C. hyparia (QMJI42092). Values in paren
theses are from the type descriptions.

Species
Character C. monticola C. hypatia
(QMJ39466) (QM142002)

Snout-vent (mm) S53(51-61) 55(54)
Forelep (%SVL) 25(22-25) 25 (NA)
Hindleg (%0 SVL) 44 (39-45) 4444
Tail (%SVL) NA (211-220) 215(215) |
Head width [3(NA) 12(12)
'(%SVL)

Head Jength ( SVL) 20(NA) 19 (NA)
Supraciliaries 8(7or8) B(2)
Upper ciliaries 9/11 (9-11) B9 (NA)
Presuboculars 2 (2, rarely 3) 2 (NA)
Upper labials 1(D (7

Ear lobules 2ord (3-5) Jord(3-4)
Largest ear lobule | 1 (1 usually langest) 1or2(NA)
Enlarged puirs of 4-5(3-5) 4-5 (4-3)
nuchal scales

Midbody scale rows 26 (24-28) 28 (28)
No. of scales from 76 (NA) 82(75)
chin-vent

Paravertebral scale 67(NA) 72 (NA)
rows

Subdigiial lamellae 18/19(17-19) 18/18(20)
Structure of moderately wide | narrow callus
subdigital lamellye | callus (nurrow to (keeled)

moderately wide
callus)y
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